Acts 1 - John Karmelich

For those of you who know me well, my favorite question to ask about the bible is, "Now what™"? What
that means is "I believe in Jesus, now what". In effect all of my studies focus on that question. When |
think of the book of Acts, | picture the disciples wondering at this point, "OK Jesus rose from the dead

and He went back to heaven. What do we do now?" The book of Acts effectively gives us a role model
to follow as Christians. We are called to study it because the same marching orders the disciples had is
what we are called to as well. This book covers specific events from the first 30 years of church history
starting when Jesus first went to heaven.

Think about the book of Acts this way. If we didn't have this book, we wouldn't know who Paul was.
For my newcomers, he wasn't one of the original 12 disciples but came on the scene some years later.
This book explains how he became a Christian and how he used his life as a witness for Jesus. It also
teaches us about a few of the other disciples gave their lives to Jesus. It's not a complete guide of what
happened to each of them. The text mainly focuses on Peter and then it switches to Paul. Realize that
the author of book was one of Paul’s travel companions on his missionary journeys. Therefore most of
the focus is on Paul with the author (Luke) doing research on the "early days" prior to Paul's journeys.

Even with my "now what" question hanging out there, let me discuss my title for Chapter 1. It's "What
Christians are called to do and where to go as a witness for Jesus!" Chapter 1 is short, but it gives us a
good outline of what we’re called to do: Use our lives as a witness for Jesus. | also want you to know
the most important verse in this chapter is Verse 8. Let me paraphrase it for you:

We (Jesus disciples, that's us!) are to be His witnesses in 1) Jerusalem, 1) Judea, 3) Samaria and 4 (the
outer parts of the world. Let me expand on that for a second:

1) Jerusalem is the city God set up to be where the temple is and where Jesus will rule the world from.
2) Judea is in effect the home country of the Israelites at that time.

3) Samaria represents the land of "half breeds". It’s a place religious Jewish people avoided back then
and was the northern part of what we call Israel today.

4) The outer parts of the world obviously represents everywhere else!

The question for each of us is,

What is our Jerusalem? Our "home town" where God calls us to be a witness t0?

What is our Judea? What is our area of our world where we could have an influence?

What is our Samaria? The place (or people) we can’t stand that God loves and should be a witness to?
What’s our "outer part of the world"? That’s what we need to ponder as we read this chapter.

If you ever wonder why Christian churches send out missionaries, Verse 8 is the answer!

Remember why we were created in the first place, to glorify God with our lives. We're called to be a
witness for Him. The "where" are those places!

OK then, back to my introduction. Time to quote a few things | wrote (wow) 20 years ago!

The Book of Acts is also called in some Bibles as "The Acts of the Apostles”. It's generally thought of
as a historical record of what happened to the apostles after the resurrection of Jesus. Actually, I'm not
that crazy about the title. (Like I can change it!) J. Vernon McGee's (a famous bible teacher who had a
church in in downtown LA a generation ago) suggestion for a title for Acts: "The Lord Jesus Christ at

1



Work by the Holy Spirit through the Apostles.” Another title suggestion I like came from a late mentor
of mine, Chuck Missler. He said, "It's a book written by one guy, to one guy about another one guy".

As | mentioned, the author of the book is Luke, (same as the Gospel of Luke). He wrote it to someone
we know little about (probably a Roman official). Anyway Luke wrote it when Paul was awaiting trial
for being a Christian. The book ends with Paul waiting for that trial. History records he was set free as
in effect he won that trial (again that occurs after this book ends). Later Paul was later arrested again. |
would argue the best estimate of a date for this book is about 65AD. Like Paul, Luke wasn't one of the
12 disciples. It appears he met Paul on one of the three missionary journeys describe in this book. Note
in the middle of Acts, the pronouns change from “them to us". Most likely when Paul was in prison in
Israel is when Luke interviewed people to get the details to write both his Gospel account as well as an
account of stories he wanted to include in Acts. Luke was in Rome during the time of Paul's arrest and
that’s how he got that information about his trial in Rome that's the end of the book. As I said the book
ends before Paul’s death. It gives the impression that Acts is a continuous concept: to use our lives as
a witness for Jesus until He returns!

As | stated, the book pretty much focuses on the ministry of Peter and Paul. For the most part, the book
ignores the other apostles. The book tells very little/nothing about some key churches of that time. For
example, the church at Jerusalem, the church(es) of Rome, or even Paul's home base: Antioch is barely
mentioned. Much of Acts is a road journey as it follows Paul on his three missionary journeys. Realize
the bible isn't so much to teach us about history, but to guide as how to be a witness for Jesus as we go
through our lives.

Anyway, with that said, the focus of Acts is on the formation and growth of the early church. It is sort
of a bridge between the gospels and the Epistles. After the Book of Acts, the majority of the remainder
of the Bible was written by Paul. As I said, if it weren't for Acts, we wouldn't know who Paul was, or
why he was so important to the early church.

As to this book, there is some history, but that's not the main reason to study it! The application for us
is to see how the apostles lived, worked, prayed, studied and were a witness for Jesus. Acts is a good a
model on how we need to live as Christians. Some of the background things here are cultural. What is
important is the principals of Christian living and that will be a big focus of this book.

As to Chapter 1 itself, it begins with Jesus going up to heaven. An angel tells the disciples in effect, it
"Hey stop looking up at the sky as if Jesus is coming right back! It isn't time for Him to rule the world
yet. Before then, they must be a witness to "all those places™". Then the chapter deals with the death of
Judas and naming a replacement. Why? It’s a Jewish thing! There were 12 Jewish tribes so the church
figured there had to be 12 apostles. As they died off, they weren’t replaced. (For example, James dies
in Chapter 12 (John’s brother) and a replacement isn't named.) Anyway, the focus of this chapter is on
the "marching orders" to be a witness for Him. Among those who were around since John the Baptist
(he wasn't one of the 12. He’s killed in the gospel accounts) the "11" plus about 100 more in the group
picked a man to be part of the "12". In summary Chapter 1 focuses on the disciples marching orders of
preaching the Gospel to those four places and replacing Judas!

If you're new here, what you've read so far is about 15% of this study. To read the rest of it click on
one of the other two links on this lesson. You're always welcome to e-mail me and | hope you like
this. Thanks, John



You can read the EXACT SAME FILE by either clicking on
Option #1.:

biblestudyemail.com/karmelich acts/acts introl.htm

OR
Option #2 Reading the same file in Adobe Acrobat (pdf) Format:

biblestudyemail.com/karmelich acts/acts introl.pdf

Personally, I prefer reading options #2. It is easiest on the eyes.
That's it. Hope you enjoy it. Don't forget to fire up a prayer prior to your reading.

The next section of this e-mail is for people having trouble reading the attached files, or instructions on
how to cancel. | keep a no-questions-asked cancellation policy.

If you wish to see my complete archive of all that I've written
click on: www.biblestudyemail.com/archives.php

I write weeks ahead of what | broadcast. That's because future lessons are a work in progress.
Sometimes I discover something that requires me to make changes to a previous lesson. If you click
on a lesson that it scheduled to be broadcast in the future, know you're reading a draft version as the
final one may change.

Questions?

I have a "frequently asked questions™ page on the web site.
http:/ /www.biblestudyemail.com/faqg.php

If you have a different question or comment, e-mail me
at http:/ /www.biblestudyemail.com/signup.php

If you can't "click™ on the line below, then here is what you can do:
1) Highlight the whole line below with your mouse.

http://www.biblestudyemail.com/karmelich acts/acts introl.pdf

2) Right click, and choose "copy”

3) Paste that same line on the "WWW" box to go there. Hit "enter".
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That's it.

The file should then come up. You can print the file if you wish. To go back to your AOL menu, just
hit the back button. Just to let you know, AOL is VERY safe from computer viruses. AOL
automatically screens all incoming files for viruses. My outgoing e-mail is also automatically checked
for viruses. If you are still having trouble reading this file, e-mail me or call me for help.

Attachment help for other electronic devices:

You have two ways of reading the file. If you click on the file line, it should automatically open up
either Internet Explorer or Modzilla (or any other browser) and you can read the file. It also can be
loaded easily on an IPAD or a similar device. Please e-mail back if you have problems.

Virus Concerns: | have Norton Anti-Virus software on my computer.

All outgoing e-mails are automatically screened for viruses. My computer is automatically updated
daily for the latest viruses. You cannot get a virus from reading e-mail. The danger is in an attachment.
If you are nervous about viruses, don't open any attachment.

Forwarding these notes/Copyright issues: This is discussed on the Frequently Asked Question Page of
the web site. http://www.biblestudyemail.com/fag.php

Help and Support:

Prayer is all 1 ask. Pray for the Lord to guide me as to what he wants me to learn, what he wants me to
write, and what he wants me to apply to my life. Please pray for those reading these e-mails that it may
inspire them to grow in their maturity and faith as believers. Pray that God may use these studies for
His glory.

Canceling:

If you do not want to stay on this list, go to www.biblestudyemail.com/signup.php. Please make sure
you include your e-mail address when you cancel, or else I can't take you off the list. Again, please
include your e-mail when canceling. No questions are ever asked, period! Your name is NEVER sold,
copied, or solicited, etc. 1 do this only because I enjoy it as a hobby and want to share my love for God
and the bible with others. I'm never offended when people cancel and again, | never ask why. One
more time, please make sure you type your e-mail address correctly.

Canceling will have no affect on our friendship!
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